ROLAND STURM

FEDERALISM AND FEDERAL POLITICAL SYSTEMS COMPARED. FEDERAL THEORY, CONFLICT-
RESOLUTION, AND DEMOCRACY

1. Introduction

About 40% of humankind lives in federal systems. Federalism is for some a success story, because it
combines autonomy and cooperation, especially in multinational states. For others it is just a first
step to the break-up of nation states. For some federalism enhances democracy, because it creates
an additional layer of governance (closer to the people than the political centre). For others it creates
an unnecessary and costly additional level of government attractive only for bureaucrats and the
political classes. The course aims at a deeper understanding of federalism, which will enable the
participants to take part in a well-informed debate on such controversies. We will analyze the
justifications for federalism and their relationship to democracy. The course will compare federalism
in a number of countries around the world, and will investigate the reasons why federal systems are
so different both institutionally and with regard to the effects of federalism, and what the theoretical
and practical assumptions are that are connected with federal diversity.

2. Prerequisites

None. The subject is interdisciplinary, but a general idea of political theory and the components of
political systems will be helpful. The course is taught in English. Eventual use of other languages (only
in papers) is subject to prior consultation with the lecturer.

3. Competences gained in the course
General:

- Improve written and oral communication in a foreign/ in your own language
- Improve ability to present academic papers

- Find and defend arguments and make use of them in academic debates

- Stimulate debates on political science issues

- Improve ability to combine empirical findings and theoretical approaches

Specific:

- Know different definitions of and justifications for federalism and federal systems in political
theory

- Beable to discuss their differences

- Know in principle how federal systems around the world work

- Be able to analyze them using the yardstick of different normative approaches and different
definitions of federalism

- Be able to use what you learned for analyzing cases of federalism on your own



4. Assessment

Students have to be present at least at 80% of all sessions (lectures, seminars, tutorials). This is
obligatory, and students who do not comply with this rule, will not be assessed. The preparation of
the sessions with the help of the obligatory reading list is essential. Each student will be required to
give an oral presentation on a comparative federalism topic or a federal political system (20%), and
to prepare a paper (5-10 pages) on her/his topic (20%). In addition a longer paper (15-20 pages) on a
comparative federalism topic or a federal system has to be handed in (60%). The topic of the longer
paper has to be different from the topic chosen for the oral presentation.

5. Contents

The course is divided into three parts. The first part centres on the question: why federalism? The
second part looks into the federal experience of nations worldwide: Europe (Belgium, Austria,
Germany, Russia, Switzerland); North America (USA, Canada); Asia (India); Africa (South Africa). The
third part of the course deals with emerging or contested cases of federalism (Spain, United
Kingdom, European Union, Italy).

6. Methodology
The course will be organized in
Lectures based on the teacher’s introduction and joint debates
Seminars based on student’s presentations and joint debates

Tutorials to help prepare papers and to clarify open questions and go deeper into specific problems

7. Time table
Monday 10, 2, 2014: Why federalism?, Federalism and democracy, Federalism as problem solver?
Tuesday 11, 2, 2014: Types of federalism, decentralization, devolution
Wednesday 12, 2, 2014: Second Chambers in Federal States
Thursday 13, 2, 2014: Federalism in Germany and Austria
Friday 14, 2, 2014: Federalism in the United States and Canada
Monday 17, 2, 2014: Federalism in Belgium and Switzerland
Tuesday 18, 2, 2014: Nation and State in Britain and Spain
Wednesday 19, 2, 2014: Federalism in India and South Africa

Thursday 20, 2, 2014: Federalism in Russia and Italy



Friday 21, 2, 2014: Federalism in the EU?
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