Subject teaching plan

1. Name and introduction to the subject: Current Research on Diverse
Democracies

This course will examine recent research on the link between the nation-state and
democracy. It will examine the origins of the nation-state as the primary form of political
organization in the modern area reaching its culmination in the post-Second World War
welfare states. This part of the course will examine the diversity of national and state
traditions as well as of welfare states. The second part of the course will examine the
transformations that have occurred over the past twenty-five years which have led to new
paradigms of governance and state forms. Finally, the course will examine these changes
from the perspective of emerging paradigms of territorial governance including
federalism, regionalism and local government.

2. Prerequisites

The student should possess some basic knowledge of the history of western states and
of the main elements of liberal representative democracy. He/she should be able to
analyse political systems comparatively.

3. Competences to be achieved in the subject

« General competences: the ability to analyse comparatively political
systems and to discern factors inducing major transformations and change
in these systems.

« Specific competences: to understand the particular features of western
nation-states and to become aware of different factors that influence the

practice of democracy in these states.
(See annex 1)

4. Assessment

« General assessment criteria

- the type of assessment (optional / compulsory; initial, continued, final, self-
assessment, co-assessment...),

- when it will be done (week, point during the course...),

- the type of activity (synthesis, application, conceptual...),

- the grouping (individual, group, in pairs...),

- the weighting/assessment of each action within the overall value of the subject (in
quantitative and/or qualitative terms).

It must be reflected with sufficient clarity for the student to be able to identify the periods
and the mechanisms of assessment the subject requires, as well as the system that will
be employed at the time of working out the final marks awarded for the subject. For

example:

Type of Incidence Assessor Grouping %
assessment | Compulsory | Optional | Teacher [ Self-ass. | Co-assess. | Indiv [ Group | Pairs
Initial
Continued




Training

Final

5. Contents

Content blocks or modules

Week 1
* The Origins of the State
e The Nation-State and Democracy.

Week 2

e The Welfare State as the final stage of the Nation-State
» Territorial Governance and the Welfare State
e Trends in Territorial Governance: a comparative approach.
« Organisation and concretion of the content blocks (optional)
It is highly recommendable to concretise the set of contents (concepts,

procedures and approaches) that will be worked with in order to achieve the
proposed competences.

6. Methodology

« Methodological focus of the subject
- Requiring attendance (in the classroom)

« Organisation of time: sessions, learning activities and estimated time of
dedication

7. Sources of information and didactic resources

List of sources of information and didactic resources structured according to:
« Basic bibliography

Caramani, D. Comparative Politics, (Oxford University Press, 2008)

Habermas, J., & Pensky, M. The postnational constellation political essays. (Cambridge,
Mass: MIT Press 2001).

Esping-Andersen, G. The three worlds of welfare capitalism, (Cambridge : Polity, 1990).
Held, D. Models of Democracy, (Cambridge, Polity, 2006)

Loughlin, J. Subnational Democracy in the European Union (Oxford University Press, 2001).
Mann, M., The Sources of Local Power, (Cambridge Univ. Press, 2 vols., 1986 - ).

Requejo, F., (ed.), Democracy and National Pluralism, (Routledge, 2001).

Spruyt, H. The Sovereign State and its Competitors, (Princeton University Press, 1994).




« Complementary bibliography

Keating, M., J. Loughlin and K. Deschouwer, Culture, Institutions and Regional Development:
a Study of Eight European Regions, (Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 2003

Keating, M. and J. Loughlin, (eds.), The Political Economy of Regionalism. (Frank Cass,
1997).

Smith, D. and E. Wistrich, (eds.), Regional Identity and Diversity in Europe — experience in
Wales, Silesia and Flanders (London: The Federal Trust/ |.B. Taurus, 2007)
Athanassopoulou, E. (ed.), United in Diversity: European Integration and Political Cultures
(London: | B Tauris. 2007)

Weatherill, S. and U. Bernitz (eds.), The role of regions and sub-national actors in the
European Union, Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2005.

*  Further bibliography
e Teaching material for the subject
Support materials and tools
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